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had given the commission to feed his flock; this belief found
its symbolical expression in the anointing of the Emperor,
a rite which was probably introduced—though this is not
certain—as early as the ninth century. The Patriarch
anointed the^ Emperor with the consecrated oil, and thus
gave expression to the divine will.
But God's will could only be that a Christian sovereign
should rule over a Christian world. A necessary condition
for succession to the throne was membership not only of the
Empire but also of the orthodox Church, as well as the full
possession of bodily and mental powers. The Christian
'Autokrator' is the heir of the idea of a universal Emperor,
and at the same time he is the representative of Christianity,
which is also conceived as universal. The whole world, the
oikoumeney forms the ideal limit and the goal of his rule. He
alone has the right and the claim to be overlord of the
universe. In disregard of the facts the theory was still
firmly held that other Christian princes could be, as it were,
only the representatives of the Christ-loving Emperor, and
that territory formerly belonging to the Empire but now
in possession of unbelievers must some day return to him,
the lawful sovereign, the protector and disseminator of the
Christian faith. So the title of Basileus was again and again
refused to the German Emperors—Isaac Angelus called
even Frederick Barbarossa simply rex Alamanniae\ this clearly
expresses the persistent nature of the fiction of the one
and only God-guarded Imperium—an Imperium which is
represented by the Byzantine Emperor.
His imperial power, founded in this way and fettered by
no written constitution, was, theoretically at least, unlimited.
Everything was subject to the imperial majesty. As in
former times, the Autokrator held the supreme command
over the army, and, not being obliged to follow the counsel
of his advisers, could himself decide for war or for peace.
A long line of capable soldiers exercised this right, down
to the last Constantine, who was killed while fighting for
his capital. Furthermore, the Emperor was the sole and
unrestricted legislator. In this capacity he organized and
supervised the administration. He appointed the officials
and officers, allocated their powers, and determined their
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